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mained thus several months. After a while, friends
mixed themselves in the matter; M. le Due, completely
himself again, made all the advances towards a recon-
ciliation. The Comte de Fiesque received them, and
the reconciliation took place. The most surprising
thing is, that after this they continued on as good terms
as though nothing had passed between them.

The year 1702 commenced with balls at Versailles,
many of which were masquerades. Madame du Maine
gave several in her chamber, always keeping her bed
because she was in the family-way; which made rather
a singular spectacle. There were several balls at
Marly, but the majority were not masquerades. The
King often witnessed, but in strict privacy, and always
in the apartments of Madame de Maintenon, sacred
dramas such as " Absolon," " Athalie," &c. Madame
la Duchesse de Bourgogne, M. le Due d'Orleans, the
Comte and Comtesse d'Anjou, the young Comte de
Noailles, Mademoiselle de Melun, urged by the No-
ailles, played the principal characters in very magnifi-
cent stage dresses. Baron, the excellent old actor, in-
structed them and played with them. M. de Noailles
and his clever wife were the inventors and promoters of
these interior pleasures, for the purpose of intruding
themselves more and more into the society of the King-,
in support of the alliance of Madame de Maintenon.

Only forty spectators were admitted to the repre-
sentations. Madame was sometimes invited by the
King, because she liked plays. This favour was much
sought after. Madame de Maintenon wished to show
that she had forgotten the past.

Longepierre had written a very singular piece called